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106 riTT. — I. 

words of the honest Lord Chancellor Thurlow: 'W 
1 forget my King may my God forget me/ They 
not heard Burke's exclamation, ""The best thing he 
do for you," or the more pungent but highly impn 
comment of the graceless Wilkes; nor had they t 
Pitt run out of the House crying, '•Oh what a ras 
In the course of the great stniggle between the Ki 
party and that of the Prince, when the King's fri< 
were holding a Cabinet at Windsor, as they ro8« 
go, the honest Lord Chancellor's hat was missing. 
was brought to him from the Prince's room. 

And now the sun of Pitt's glory has reachec' 
zenith. It declines towards the West and night. 



120 THE DUCUESS OF KENT. 

presence, and many more clieered by the affec 
attentions of her grandchildren. As for the pec 
England, they received her with manifest r 
wherever she appeared; and she must have been 
tired of hearing^ for many years before her deatl 
that respect was offered as her due for the bo 
had conferred on the nation in the virtues < 
daughter. The same thing must be told once 
however, though her ear is now dead to human 
It must be told in history. 



LA BRUYERE. 251 

[uestion — "who is there, endowed, though he may be, 
rith the rarest talents and the most transcendent merit, 
^ho must not be convinced of his own uselessness when 
le reflects that in dying he quits a world which has 
10 consciousness of his loss, and where so many are at 
land immediately to replace him?" 

The literary planet of the next century had already 
seeped above the horizon. Voltaire was a child of 
;Wo years old when the grave closed over the Marquise 
ie S^vignd and La Bruy^re. 
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